
Introduction to SOLID 
 
SOLID is a European project on 
 Sustainable Organic and Low Input 
DairyingfinancedbytheEuropeanUnion.

Project purpose 

Theprojectaimstoimprovethetech-
nicalperformanceandeconomic
competitivenessoforganicandlow-
inputdairysystemsinEurope,while
maximisingtheirpotentialtodeliver
environmentalgoodsandenhance
biodiversity.

Partners 

A total of 25 institutes and organisations 
in ten different countries are included in 
theprojectwhichrunsforfiveyearsfrom
April2011andisco-ordinatedbythe
InstituteofBiological,Environmentaland
RuralSciencesatAberystwythUniversity,
UK.

www.solidairy.eu



Objectives 

TheSOLIDprojectwillsupportdevelop-
mentsandinnovationsinorganicand
lowinputdairysystemstooptimise
competitivenesswhile 

• maximisingthepotentialofthese
systemstodeliverenvironmental
goodsandbiodiversity,and 

• optimisingeconomic,agronomic
andnutritionaladvantagesforthe
developmentofinnovativeand
 sustainable organic and low input 
dairysystemsandsupplychains.

 

Inshort,SOLIDwill 

• Activelyinvolvestakeholdersina
co-ordinated,participatoryapproach
(organicandlowinputdairyfarmers,
farmergroups,advisors,processors)

• Quantifyadvantagesofgenotypes
“adapted to organic and low input 
dairyproductionsystems”

• Developnovelandsustainablefeed
resources and a decision support 
modeltooptimisemanagementof
onfarmfeed

• Developaknowledgeplatformto
assessenvironmentalsustainability

• Evaluatethecompetitivenessof
existingorganicandlowinput
dairyfarmsandnovelstrategies
developed

• Disseminateknowledgetokey
stakeholdersthroughaparticipatory
framework.

Experiments-Workatresearchinstitutesincludes
experimentson 

• Identifyingphysiologicalbiomarkersofadaptationto
lowinputsystems

• Comparisonsofbreedresponsestometabolic 
challengestypicalinlowinputsystems

Developmentofmodelsfor
• Decisionsupportforoptimumforagemanagement
• Carbon sequestration in low input and   

organicdairysystems
• Life Cycle Analysis of dairy products

Desk-topstudieson
• Potential of by-products as feed resources
• Predictionofenergyrequirementsofcows 

onhighforagediets

Evaluationof
- competitivenessofnovelstrategies
- regionalimpactsandpolicyimplications



SOLIDinvolvesthestakeholders 

Amajorfeatureoftheprojectisthe
involvementofindustrypartnersfromthe
verybeginning.Aswellasconventional
experimentsbeingplannedand
conductedatresearchinstitutes,farmers
willbeconsultedaboutresearchneeds
andnovelapproaches.

Innovativeideaswillbetestedor
monitoredoncommercialfarms.In
eachofninecountries,researchersand
farmerrepresentativeswillbeworking
togethertoplanresearchwhichwillbe
carriedoutonfarms,coveringtopics
relatingtooptimisationoffeeding,
animalhealthandproductquality.

Outcomes
 
Theprojectwebsite,www.solidairy.eu,
willkeepyouinformedabouttheSOLID
projectsresultsandoutcomesasthey
cometohand.

Results will also be presented at 
stakeholdermeetingsaswellas
scientificmeetingsthroughoutthelifeof
theproject.

Resultsfrombothresearchstationsand
farmswillaidfarmers’choicesonthe
use of breeds and feeding strategies 
tomaintainproductivity,andimprove
animalhealthandwelfare,whilemeeting
themarketrequirementforhighquality
milk. 

Plannedon-farmstudies

• Comparingtheperformance
of different breeds of goats 
incommerciallowinputfarm
systemsinGreece

• Testingtheoutcomeoffeeding
novelforagesinRomaniaand
Spain

• Furtherideasforon-farm
studieswillcomefromfarmers
themselves.

ProjectWorkPackages
Eightworkpackagesmakeuptheproject: 

1. Innovationthroughstakeholder
engagementandparticipatory
research

2. Adapted breeds
3. Novelfeedsanddecisionsupport

models
4. Developaknowledgeplatformto

assessenvironmentalsustainability
5. Supplychainandconsumeranalysis
6. Socio-economicevaluation
7. Knowledgeexchange,trainingand

innovation
8. Management

http://www.solidairy.eu


SOLID partners 

Theprojectbringstogetherarangeof
partners,includingresearchinstitutes,
farmerco-operatives,consumer
organisations,advisorybodies,and 
privateenterprises.

TheSOLIDprojectwillutilizeaselected
groupofstakeholdersatEuropeanlevel,
consistingofrepresentativesfromthedairy
farmersector,animalindustry,NGO’s,
policymakers,andextensionservices,to
provideadviceandguidancetoensure
continuedrelevanceofresearchand
outcomesforthedurationoftheSOLID 
project.

There are 25 SOLID partners in 10 European 
 countries: UK, Denmark, Austria, Italy, Belgium, 
 Finland, Greece, Spain, Romania, Germany.

Contact 
Dr.PhillipaNicholas:pkn@aber.ac.uk 
 
www.solidairy.eu

SOLIDisco-ordinatedbytheInstitute
ofBiological,EnvironmentalandRural
SciencesatAberystwythUniversity,UK.

SOLID is a European 7th 
Framework Programme 
project

SOLID Facts

• Totalbudget:ca.6mill.Euros
• 5years:2011-2016
• 25partners(11enterprises)
• 10 countries
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